Presentation

Published for the first time in 2002, the Regional Statistical Yearbook 2011 is now into its tenth edition and represents an established point of reference on the editorial and communicational scene of the Regione Siciliana. In recent years there has been an ever-growing demand for information in all walks of public life, with statistics being called to carry out an ever greater role to back up decision-making processes; allied to this is the present-day need on the part of the general public for instruments of analysis with regard to the workings of the Public Administration. The Regional Department for the Economy has not drawn back from this challenge. Not only has it promoted new statistical publications, apart from the Yearbook, (q.v. for example, the recent “Primo Repertorio Statistico dei Comuni della Sicilia” - First Statistical Repertory of Sicilian Municipalities- , presented at the end of November in collaboration with ISTAT), but it has also enhanced the activities of the Statistical Services and Economic Analysis, wherever opportunities might arise, in terms of participation in the process of data-production (q.v. the full-scale commitment of the Regione Siciliana to the 6th General Agricultural Census 2010, which had already guaranteed the availability of provisional data by July 2011).
         The Yearbook also constitutes one of the areas in which the Regional open-data strategy is being developed. The opportunity to acquire and consult information is the first step towards innovation. The greatest producer of information is the public sector, and therefore administrations should encourage sharing so as to create a source of capital that can be used by citizens and businesses alike. The data produced by public institutions in the execution of their duties should in fact not only belong to everybody but should be made readily available and be re-usable. In this way the  transparency of public bodies might increase, and participation and collaboration between public and private might be encouraged.
         In this sense it should be remembered that Sicily was the first Region to fully acknowledge the code of Digital Administration, in a context of a reform that placed Sicily at the forefront in Italy. The Regional law regarding administrative streamlining (l.r. n.5/2011) has now been substantially rounded off with its applicative regulations; because of the numerous new elements that it introduces it ought to bring about a “great transformation” consenting the recovery of credibility and saving time in public offices and for the actual user. Among the future prospects for open-data in the economic sector there are several other instruments that the Regione is inserting in the telematic network; these include the Osservatorio (lit. observatory) on credit in Sicily and the Bollettino (lit. bulletin) on the Regione’s financial requirements (both with quarterly up-dates), as well as the Osservatorio on Regional financial autonomy and fiscal federalism and the F. Teresi juridical data-base, which has recently been re-launched in an up-dated form, and which can be consulted for free. With a view to bolstering open-data action, the Regional government approved the parliamentary bill no. 851, ascribing "Norms regarding publication via Internet and re-use of documents and data from Regional and local public administration”; through this bill, which is now under examination at the Sicilian Regional Assembly, it is intended to take a further step forward towards this new administrative set-up, by making the data from the public administrations accessible to everybody on the web, in an open format, without copyright restrictions, patents or other forms of control limiting its utilization, integration and re-use, (whilst respecting the provisions of the laws in force).
        This year’s edition of the Yearbook, published in traditional book form and on the web, will, from next year, appear solely on-line; this will facilitate continuous up-dating and rapid access to data. The main point of this commitment is that the data-collection and processing activity at the heart of statistics is playing an ever more active and timely part in planning Regional development. Without the provision of adequate informational bases it is not, in fact, easy to manoeuvre and evaluate policies and procedures in public action, especially in a context of increasing economic  difficulty such as the one we are experiencing and which has forced us into an urgent search for optimal solutions. 
   In many of the 17 thematic sections that make up the Yearbook the effects of a problematic conjuncture are evident. The economic crisis in Sicily has arrived from further afield ; it has been accentuated by endogenous elements such as poor provision for modernization and innovation in the productive system allied to unchecked and fragmentary public spending (conditioned by a policy of patronage). Over the last ten years, moreover, even when enjoying more propitious times, this spending has brought about inadequate results, subsequently aggravated by a forceful national and international conjuncture, the substantial collapse of state infrastructural investment and the breakdown of the national policy for development of the Mezzogiorno (i.e. the south of Italy) (SVIMEZ, Report 2011 on the  economy of the Mezzogiorno, Rome, September 2011, 8 ss.). 
       These trends should induce Sicily to accelerate its programmes of reform and wholesale change in the development model, abandoning every appeal for charity and aiming at modernization of the productive system and services. Moreover, with regard to policies of territorial re-equilibrium in Italy, a clear inversion of trend has been imposed, encouraging a spirit of solidarity and social-economic cohesion; this is endorsed by Art.119, comma 5, of the Constitution, which is confirmed by the need for infrastructural standardization as laid down in the Sicilian Statute (Art.38) and in the regulations for fiscal federalism  (l. no. 42 of 2009, Arts. 16 and 22).

        The data in the Yearbook is presented for the last year available and mainly in tables of Provincial detail. In order to facilitate consultation, especially for non-specialists, each chapter begins with a commentary and methodological indications that serve as an aid for further study. As in the past, the last two sections are devoted to in-depth surveys; they deal with the Regional and Provincial results of the 6th General Agricultural Census and the financial indicators for Municipalities in Sicily, grouped into homogeneous demographic classes. In the first instance, in spite of the difficulties in this sector, signs of aggregation among agricultural enterprises and a bolstering of production are highlighted; in the second case, on the other hand, there emerges an excessive dependency, on the part of Sicilian Municipalities, on state and Regional transfers; financial autonomy is, on average, inferior by 20 points to the average for Italian Municipalities. This circumstance appears even more worrying if seen in the perspective of an already existing, progressive reduction of transfers in favour of autonomy at the local level, which is connected to the introduction of fiscal federalism.
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The Sicilian Statistical Yearbook has for many years constituted a useful informational tool in support of the work of administrators and researchers and for anybody else who might wish to discover and better understand the actual situation in Sicily. This tenth edition maintains the same structure as in preceding years and presents, in accordance with  the specific topics, extensive and significant data regarding the difficult conditions of social and economic life resulting from the present national and international situation. In this sense the usefulness of the Yearbook lies in its awareness of two principal duties demanded of the public administration today: to evaluate the real impact of the crisis and assess interventions on the basis of the scarcity of available resources.
The 2011 edition witnesses the consolidation of the collaboration with the local Sicilian office of ISTAT, which has, over the course of the year, consented the attainment of another important target in the form of the 6th General Agricultural Census, to which a whole detailed section is devoted.

The Accountancy General, being in charge of the Statistical Function of the Regione Siciliana, intends to maintain its commitment, so that this inter-institutional relationship might continue to bear fruit, both with regard to the synergy that is created and to improved communication with the general public.
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