
5 – SOCIAL WELFARE AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

 

Data  regarding social welfare, social security and voluntary work, 

especially in times of economic crisis, interests a wide range of subjects 

(individuals, families, the worlds of education and vocational training, the 

labour market, pension schemes); a detailed analysis thus consents an adequate 

and pertinent assessment of economic and social policies and the quality of 

social welfare in Italy. 

The data for 2011 with regard to the hours authorized by the Redundancy 

Fund (Cassa Integrazione Guadagni) for salary integration in the industry sector 

in Sicily, confirms a rising trend similar to that for 2010. In fact in 2011 the 

hours authorized by the Redundancy Fund amounted to 13,938,472 (+7.7%), 

representing the highest figures recorded in the last five years. From 2007 the 

total number of hours authorized by the Redundancy Fund had been continually 

increasing, above all between 2008 and 2009. The final balance for the last year 

shows an increase in extraordinary interventions (+17.9%), whereas ordinary 

interventions show a fall of -0.9%, being linked to problems of a short-term 

nature. Because of a greater industrial presence, 38.7% of the hours authorized 

and recorded in 2011 regarded the Province of Palermo, followed by Catania 

and Messina,  with figures of 17.3% and 15.6% respectively. During the five-

year period 2007-2011 the number of hours granted in the industrial sector rose 

overall by 314.9%, and more specifically, by 369.5% for manual workers and 

by 272% for white-collar workers. 

In the year 2011, there were all together 32,052 accidents reported, a fall of 

-6.6% over the figures for 2010. As a corollary of population size and the 

respective economic sectors, data showed Ragusa (679) with the highest 

number of accidents in the agricultural sector, whilst in Palermo and Catania 

there was the highest incidence of reported accidents in both industry (5,896 

and 6,085 cases respectively) and in the State sector (596 and 511 respectively). 

Between 2007 and 2011 the number of reported accidents in industry fell by 

11.1%, by 11.3% in the primary sector and by 7.6% in the State sector. 

The number of pensions paid out in Sicily totaled a little over 1,176,000 

units, representing a slight increase over 2009 in both quantity (2,745 units; 

+0.2%) and value (+427 million euros; +3.1%). The number of social welfare 

pensions, and civil and social disability pensions, also increased (+1.5%), 

whereas there was a slight drop in both the number (-2.8% over 2009) of so-

called indemnity allowances (resulting, above all, from accidents at work, 

occupational illnesses and war pensions etc.), and in terms of monetary 

expenditure (-1.9%). Between 2006 and 2010 the number of pensions paid out 

in Sicily rose by 2.4%, whilst there was a much greater rise of 18.9% in 

expenditure. 

Examination of the data by type for the five-year period reveals a marked 



increase in social welfare pensions (both in number and total outlay), a more 

moderate advance for IVS pensions and a decline in indemnity allowances. 

With reference to the resident population in 2010, 58.3% of pensions paid out 

in Sicily regarded the Provinces of Palermo (24.1%), Catania (18.6%) and 

Messina (15.6%), whereas the average unitary amount ranged from over 10,000 

Euros in Palermo to 8,000 Euros in Agrigento. 

At the end of 2010 (last available data), in Sicily there were 914 residential-

care homes, with a total of 26,150 beds and 22,737 residents (more than 55.4% 

of whom were elderly). The residential structures in the Region represent 

almost 7.1% of the total in the country as a whole, which, with 424,705 beds, 

provided accommodation in 2010 for 394,374 persons. 

 

  

  

GGlloossssaarryy  
  

IIVVSS  ppeennssiioonn  ––  ppeennssiioonn  ffoorr  iinnvvaalliiddss,,  oolldd--aaggee  aanndd  wwaarr--vveetteerraannss  

  

PPeennssiioonn::  aa  ppeerriiooddiicc  aanndd  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  bbeenneeffiitt  ppaaiidd  oouutt  iinnddiivviidduuaallllyy  bbyy  ppuubblliicc  aanndd  

pprriivvaattee  ccoommppaanniieess  aafftteerr::  rreeaacchhiinngg  aa  ssppeecciiffiicc  aaggee,,  aannnnuuiittyy  mmaattuurriinngg  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  ffoorr  aa  sseett  ppeerriioodd  ooff  ttiimmee,,  ffaaiilleedd  oorr  rreedduucceedd  wwoorrkkiinngg  

ccaappaacciittyy  dduuee  ttoo  ccoonnggeenniittaall  aanndd  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  iinnffiirrmmiittiieess,,  ddeeaatthh  ooff  aa  pprrootteecctteedd  

ppeerrssoonn  aanndd  ssppeecciiaall  mmeerriitt  ffoorr  sseerrvviicceess  ttoo  tthhee  nnaattiioonn..  

  

PPrroovviinncciiaall  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonnss::  llooccaall  bbooddiieess  wwhhoossee  ffuunnccttiioonnss  ccoonnssiisstt  iinn  llooookkiinngg  

aafftteerr  tthhee  iinntteerreessttss  aanndd  pprroommoottiinngg  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  oovveerr  aa  llaarrggee  iinntteerr--CCoommmmuunnaall  

aarreeaa  oorr  tthhee  wwhhoollee  PPrroovviinnccee..  

  

RReedduunnddaannccyy  ffuunndd::  aann  iinnssttrruummeenntt  tthhrroouugghh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ccaann  iinntteerrvveennee  

iinn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess,,  wwhhiicchh,,  ffiinnddiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  iinn  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ssttrraaiittss,,  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  ffoorrcceedd  ttoo  ccuutt  ddoowwnn  oorr  tteemmppoorraarriillyy  ssuussppeenndd  tthheeiirr  ooppeerraattiioonnss..  TThhiiss  

iinntteerrvveennttiioonn  ccoonnssiissttss  iinn  IINNPPSS  aallllooccaattiinngg  bbeenneeffiittss  ((aass  ssuubbssttiittuuttee  ffoorr  ssaallaarryy))  ttoo  

wwoorrkkeerrss  ssuussppeennddeedd  ffrroomm  wwoorrkk,,  oorr  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  aa  rreedduucceedd  wwoorrkk--llooaadd  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  

hhoouurrss..  TThhee  RReedduunnddaannccyy  FFuunndd  iinntteerrvveennttiioonnss  aarree  ooff  ttwwoo  kkiinnddss::  

11))  OOrrddiinnaarryy  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  

  --  oorrddiinnaarryy  iinntteerrvveennttiioonnss,,  ii..ee..  tthhoossee  lliinnkkeedd  ttoo  aa  ccoommppaannyy’’ss  tteemmppoorraarryy  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  

  --  eexxttrraa--oorrddiinnaarryy  iinntteerrvveennttiioonnss,,  ii..ee..  tthhoossee  aarriissiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  tteemmppoorraarryy  ssuussppeennssiioonn  

ooff  bbuussiinneessss  aaccttiivviittyy  oowwiinngg  ttoo  rree--ssttrruuccttuurriinngg,,  rree--oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  oorr  rree--ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  ccoommppaannyy  oorr  wwhheenn  tthheerree  iiss  aa  ssttaattee  ooff  ccrriissiiss,,  wwhhiicchh  mmiigghhtt  bbee  ooff  ssoocciiaall  

rreelleevvaannccee  ffoorr  tthhee  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  ssiittuuaattiioonn;;  

22))  SSppeecciiaall  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  

--  ssppeecciiaall  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  ffoorr  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  sseeccttoorr,,  ppeerrttaaiinniinngg  ttoo  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  aanndd        



  SSttoonnee--wwoorrkkiinngg  eenntteerrpprriisseess  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  ccrraaffttssmmeenn))..  EExxttrraa--oorrddiinnaarryy  iinntteerrvveennttiioonnss  

iinncclluuddee  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  hhoouurrss  aauutthhoorriisseedd  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwoorrkkiinngg  iinn  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  oouuttlleettss  

ooff  iinndduussttrriiaall  ccoommppaanniieess  iinn  aa  ssttaattee  ooff  ddiiffffiiccuullttyy..  

  

SSoocciiaall  aassssiissttaannccee::  sseeccttoorr  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ssoocciiaall  bbeenneeffiittss  aarree  lliinnkkeedd  ttoo  iinnaaddeeqquuaaccyy  ooff  

eeccoonnoommiicc  rreessoouurrcceess  oorr  ttoo  ssiittuuaattiioonnss  ooff  hhaarrddsshhiipp  ((ddiissaabbiilliittyy,,  nneegglleecctt))  aanndd  aarree  

ffiinnaanncceedd  tthhrroouugghh  ggeenneerraall  ttaaxxaattiioonn..  

  

SSoocciiaall  bbeenneeffiittss  ((EEuurrooppeeaann  ssyysstteemm  ooff  aaccccoouunnttss,,  SSEECC  9955))::  ccuurrrreenntt  ttrraannssffeerrss,,  iinn  

mmoonneeyy  oorr  iinn  kkiinndd,,  aallllooccaatteedd  ttoo  hhoouusseehhoollddss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  bbeenneeffiittss  ccoovveerriinngg  ccoossttss  ooff  

uunneexxppeecctteedd,,  ssppeecciiffiicc  eevveennttss  ((iillllnneessss,,  oolldd--aaggee,,  ddeeaatthh,,  iinnvvaalliiddiittyy,,  uunneemmppllooyymmeenntt)).. 
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