PRESENTATION
The Statistical Yearbook “Sicilia 2012”is now into its eleventh edition and represents an established point of reference in institutional communication in the Regione Siciliana. This instrument is geared towards attaining the strategic objectives of the Assessorato all'Economia (economy dept.), including a response to an ever increasing demand for general statistical information in support of public decision-making processes. Our statistical offices have been entrusted with the task of preparing the yearbook; it has benefitted from the collaboration with the regional head-office of ISTAT for Sicily, and achieved important goals in publishing “figures” for the Region, which can be compared with previous years and other territorial contexts. Apart from the obligatory up-dating of the consolidated informational sections (in the first 17 thematic sections), two more detailed chapters have been added, devoted to an analysis of migratory movement away from Sicily (Chapter 18) and in Chapter 19 the definitive results from the 6th General Agricultural Census (released in July 2012).
A fleeting  glance at the data in the Yearbook offers a very striking picture of the effects of a crisis that has already gone on for too long and which has affected all the variables under examination during the period 2008-2011. The evident signs of a regressive economic and social spiral delineate the various battle-fronts of the new and growing difficulties in Sicily. There a confirmed negative trend that has gone beyond the specific circumstance, in aggregates of economic accounts (value added, investments, consumption etc.), in job-market indicators (the employed, unemployed etc.) and in indicators of the real economy in its various productive sectors (agriculture, industry, services). However, the focus has fallen for the first time on rather critical values as regards public finance (and its consequences), and a “second crisis” that had its epicenter precisely in this area, combining with, and adding to, the crisis in the real economy ; income for the Region has fallen in 4 years by 13.2%, with the spending of all public bodies curtailed by analogous restrictions, in a period in which the demand and need for intervention are greater.
Even in the context of a markedly negative economic cycle, politics at all levels has serious responsibilities both in identifying the causes of the crisis and in shaping a credible means of emerging from it. One cannot therefore remain silent at the grave inadequacy of a development policy that, after a gradual overall decline, bore witness to a real “dismantling” of cohesion policies between 2008 and 2011, ending up with a reduced flow of resources to the Mezzogiorno and Sicily; this was accompanied by declining political (and more important still, cultural) concern in overcoming Regional differences as an essential condition for a general re-launch of development. Since the end of 2011, from this point of view, there has been a noticeable change of direction. However, in tackling the crisis, a major burden was placed on the less developed Regions in the form of greater interventions to re-balance public accounts (greater tax income and lesser expenditure), compared to interventions in support of the real economy, especially in terms of greater investment. All this has had “asymmetrical” effects on Italy, aggravating the disparity and rendering conditions for recovery more difficult.
Faced by this economic and social situation, the Regional Government intended to give indisputable priority, in its own agenda, to re-launching economic development. An important stage in this commitment was the restructuring of Regional spending on development, which needs to be applied as soon as possible; it has already been begun with the collaboration of the Ministry for territorial cohesion. Besides, a careful review of ordinary spending is of crucial importance; this has to inspire all on-going programmes and bring them into line with a coherent strategic overview (as attempted with DPEF 2013-2017).

The data-collection and processing activity that energizes statistical activity is an integral and indisputable part of the line taken. It was also for this reason that one of my first tasks was to boost this priceless activity. From this point of view, the Yearbook meets the subjective requirements of the Regional administration, who need to be ever more aware and better-informed.
The data is mostly presented in tables with details at the Provincial level for the last year available. In order to render consultation of the yearbook easier (also for non-specialists), each chapter begins with a comment and methodological indications to help further in-depth study. The aspiration, particularly in this phase of dramatic uncertainty in which we are living, is to foment awareness that the provision of an adequate informational basis, as a guiding-light in assessing policy and procedure in public action, might become the essential condition in the arduous search for the best results.
Palermo, December 2012
Councillor for the Economy Regione Siciliana
Luca  Bianchi
The 11th edition of the Statistical Regional Yearbook arrives at a moment of some difficulty with regard to the national and international economy, with inevitable consequences for the Sicilian situation. This creates a demand for wider availability of up-to-date and detailed statistical information to be employed as a back-up in Regional governmental decision-making or to consent the most precise knowledge of socio-economic phenomena.
The Accountant General of the Regione Siciliana (responsible for statistical activity in virtue of the law L.R. 15/1993), in its awareness of the duties demanded of a financial administration and with the intention of applying this function more effectively, has intensified its data-collection over the last few years, in collaboration with ISTAT, and incremented its products and services, in order to handle the ever-growing body of information requested by internal and external sources.
The objective is to provide administrators and the general public with an informational base in support of the public decision-making process and with knowledge of the more significant territorial indicators.
Palermo, December 2012
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