
4. Health and healthcare 

 

 

 

Over the last few years, with the spending review in full flow, manoeuvres 

in economic policy have tried to cut down on expenditure, especially in those 

sectors that strongly affected overall resources. Of these, healthcare has been the 

target of repeated attacks and in 2011 in Italy, according to National Health Service 

data, it soaked up 112,250 million Euros. 

At the same time, it was noticed that in Sicily, spending in this sector 

amounted to 8,732 million Euros, with an overall increase of 2.6% (over 221 

million euros) when compared to the previous year. In 2011, expenditure in 

Sicily represented 24% of that of the whole Mezzogiorno and 7.8% of the 

national total.   

 There were 131 hospital structures in Sicily (67 public, 64 private) with a 

total of 15,369 available beds, representing 7.1% of the national total. In the 

same period there were 592,525 hospitalized in-patients, for a total of 4,083,555 

days in hospital; thus the average length of hospital-stay was 6.9 days. More 

specifically, state hospitals lost 2 units when compared with the previous year 

while private hospitals remain stable; with regard to equipment and facilities 

and the mode of their utilization, there were noticeable differences in the two 

types of management. The 67 state hospitals possessed 73.8% of the overall 

number of beds and, at the same time, catered for over 80% of in-patients in 

Sicily. The average length-of-stay was similar in state and private hospitals, 

with a figure of 6.9 days, whereas the percentage utilization of available 

hospital-beds (with reference to 100 available beds) was 79.4% for the former 

and 54.3% for the latter. 

There were 44,193 dependent workers overall in hospitals (84% of whom 

were working in the state sector). Of these, 24.4% were doctors, 40.1% nursing 

staff and the remaining persons were employed in other hospital services, 

including administrative staff. As in the previous year, Sicily, in 2010, could 

count on 2.1 doctors for every 1,000 inhabitants (in line with national figures) 

and 3.5 nurses (against 4.5 for the country as a whole). 

From 2007 to 2010, the total number of hospitals fell by 5 units, whilst there 

was a 5.8% fall in the number of hospital-beds available. The number of in-

patients also fell considerably by 12.6%, as did the length-of-stay (-4.4%). In 

the private sector, in particular, four structures closed down, with a 13% 

reduction in in-patients and a fall of 7% as regards days of hospitalization. 

       In the same period the state sector underwent a notable reduction in the 

number of employees (-6.4%) whilst the figures for the private sector increased 

considerably (+9.7%). In particular, scrutiny by typology of personnel showed 

that in the state sector there was a -7.3% fall in the number of doctors, a -8.5% 



reduction in nursing staff, and -3.2% fall in the number of those employed in 

other hospital duties. In the private sector, the number of doctors rose by 

16.3%, those involved in other functions by 9.6%, whilst the number of nurses 

remained stable. Lastly, the utilization-rate over the four-year period showed a 

rising trend both in state institutions (from 78.6% in 2007 to 79.4% in 2010), 

and private (going from 50.5% to 54.3%).   

Obviously the Regional distribution of hospitals depends basically on 

population size. Palermo (31 institutes overall), Catania (31) and Messina (20) 

together accounted for almost two thirds of the Regional total, and consequently 

had a greater flux of in-patients, days of hospitalization and concentration of 

employees. 

    At the end of 2010 there had been 7,345 voluntary terminations of pregnancy 

involving residents in Sicily, which amounted to 6.3% of the national total. 

Classification by age reveals that 39.5% of voluntary terminations involved 

women aged 25 to 34 years, and 25.6% those aged 35-44. As regards those 

under the age of 19, the figure was quite high: 1,093 cases, equivalent to 14.9% 

of the total, and an increase over the previous years 

Over the five-year period in question, recourse to voluntary termination of 

pregnancy rose by 6.5% overall, with more or less similar increases for all age-

groups, with the exception of the first, the very young, which showed an 

increase of 47.5%. The highest percentages were obviously to be found in the 

large cities in the Region, i.e. Palermo (1,638 abortions), Catania (1,668) and 

Messina (895). 

     In the last year considered there were 47,543 mortalities in Sicily (-2.7 

compared to 2009), of which 40.7% were the result of circulatory failures and 

26.3% tumours. Data showed that certain types of disease result in death more 

frequently in men than in women. Among these, throat, bronchial and lung 

cancer caused 81 out of 100 deaths in men, deaths from circulatory failures 63 

out of 100. On the other hand deaths from circulatory failures, from diabetes 

mellitus and diseases of the nervous system caused most deaths among women. 

 

  

  

GGlloossssaarryy  
  

 

AAuuxxiilliiaarryy  mmeeddiiccaall  ppeerrssoonnnneell::  hhoossppiittaall  ppeerrssoonnnneell  ccoonnssiissttiinngg  ooff  nnuurrssiinngg  ssttaaffff  aanndd  

ppeerrssoonnnneell  wwiitthh  rreehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn  dduuttiieess..  

  

HHoossppiittaall::  aannyy  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  ssttrruuccttuurree  eeqquuiippppeedd  ttoo  ttaakkee  iinn,,  aanndd  ggiivvee  ffuullll--ttiimmee  ccaarree  ttoo,,  

ppaattiieennttss  ffoorr  ddiiaaggnnoossttiicc,,  ccuurraattiivvee  aanndd  rreehhaabbiilliittaattiivvee  ppuurrppoosseess..  EEaacchh  iinnssttiittuuttee  ppoosssseesssseess  aann  

iiddeennttiiffyyiinngg  ccooddee  ((iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  gguuiiddee--lliinneess  ooff  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ffoorr  HHeeaalltthh  --  



DD..MM..66//99//11998888))..  BByy  hhoossppiittaall  oorr  cclliinniicc  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ssppeecciiffiicc  ttyyppoollooggiieess  iiss  

iinntteennddeedd::  

--  DDiirreeccttllyy  mmaannaaggeedd  hhoossppiittaall  ((ttrraannssffoorrmmeedd  iinnttoo  aa  bbuussiinneessss  eenntteerrpprriissee  bbyy  tthhee  bbiillll::    

        aarrtt..44,,  ccoommmmaa  11  ooff  DD..LL..  550022//9922));;  

--  HHoossppiittaall  rruunn  ddiirreeccttllyy  bbyy  tthhee  llooccaall  hheeaalltthh  cceennttrree;;  

--  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ggeenneerraall  hhoossppiittaall  ((aarrtt..3399  llaaww  883333//7788));;  

--  SScciieennttiiffiicc  hhoossppiittaall  ((aarrtt..4422  llaaww  883333//7788));;  

--  HHoossppiittaall  ccllaassssiiffiieedd  oorr  aassssiimmiillaatteedd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  nnoorrmmss  ((aarrtt..11,,  llaasstt    

      ccoommmmaa,,  llaaww  113322//6688;;  aarrtt..4411  llaaww  883333//7788));;  

--  NNuurrssiinngg  hhoommee  ((pprroovviissiioonnaallllyy  aaccccrreeddiitteedd  oorr  nnoott));;  

--  PPssyycchhiiaattrriicc  hhoossppiittaallss  ssttiillll  ooppeerraattiinngg  ((aarrtt..6644  llaaww  883333//7788));;  

--  PPrriivvaattee  hheeaalltthh  ccaarree  iinnssttiittuuttee  qquuaalliiffiieedd  aass  llooccaall  hheeaalltthh  cceennttrree  ((aarrtt..4433,,  ccoommmmaa  22,,      

      LLaaww  883333//7788  aanndd  DDPPCCMM  2299//1100//11998888));;  

--  RReesseeaarrcchh  iinnssttiittuuttee  

  

IInnffeeccttiioouuss  ddiisseeaasseess::  aannyy  ddiisseeaasseess  tthhaatt  ccaann  bbee  sspprreeaadd  bbyy  ccoonnttaacctt,,  ddiirreeccttllyy  oorr    

      iinnddiirreeccttllyy,,  aanndd  ggrroouuppeedd  iinnttoo  ffiivvee  ccllaasssseess::  

--  AAnnyy  ddiisseeaassee  aarroouussiinngg  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  ccoonncceerrnn  aanndd  tthhuuss  rreeqquuiirriinngg  iimmmmeeddiiaattee      

    aatttteennttiioonn..  

--  AAnnyy  ddiisseeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  sseerriioouuss  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  iiss  vveerryy  ffrreeqquueenntt  aanndd//oorr  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  

      ccoonnttrrooll..  

--  AAnnyy  ddiisseeaassee  rreeqquuiirriinngg  ssppeecciiffiicc  ddooccuummeennttaattiioonn..  

--  AAnnyy  ddiisseeaassee  wwhhiicchh,,  oonn  bbeeiinngg  rreeppoorrtteedd  bbyy  aa  ddooccttoorr  aass  aa  ssiinnggllee  ccaassee,,  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbee  

      ffoorrwwaarrddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  llooccaall  hheeaalltthh  aauutthhoorriittyy  oonnllyy  iinn  tthhee  eevveenntt  ooff  aa  llooccaall  eeppiiddeemmiicc  

--  AAnnyy  iinnffeeccttiioouuss  aanndd  ddiiffffuussiivvee  ddiisseeaassee  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  tthhee  llooccaall  hheeaalltthh  aauutthhoorriittyy  aanndd        

      nnoott  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhee  ccaatteeggoorriieess  aabboovvee..  

  

IInn--ppaattiieenntt::  hhoossppiittaalliizzeedd  ppeerrssoonn,,  ii..ee..  aa  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  ooccccuuppiieess  aa  bbeedd  ffoorr  aa  cceerrttaaiinn      

    ppeerriioodd  ooff  ttiimmee  ((hhoossppiittaall  ssttaayy))  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  bbee  ssuubbjjeecctteedd  ttoo  aapppprroopprriiaattee  mmeeddiiccaall--  

  ssuurrggiiccaall  ttrreeaattmmeenntt,,  aanndd  ffoorr  wwhhoomm  aa  ccaassee  ssttuuddyy  hhaass  ttoo  bbee  ccoommppiilleedd..  

  

UUttiilliizzaattiioonn--rraattee  ppeerr  110000  hhoossppiittaall  bbeeddss::  iiss  tthhee  rraattiioo  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ddaayyss  ooff  aaccttuuaall    

  hhoossppiittaalliizzaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ttoottaall  ppootteennttiiaall  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ddaayyss  ((hhoossppiittaall  bbeeddss  aavvaaiillaabbllee    

  ffoorr  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ssuurrvveeyy  ppeerriioodd))  mmuullttiipplliieedd  bbyy  110000..  

  

VVoolluunnttaarryy  tteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  pprreeggnnaannccyy::  aann  ooppeerraattiioonn  bbyy  aa  ssppeecciiaalliizzeedd  ssuurrggeeoonn    

  tthhaatt  aaiimmss  ttoo  rreemmoovvee  tthhee  pprroodduucctt  ooff  ccoonncceeppttiioonn  aanndd  aassssoocciiaatteedd  mmaatttteerr  wwiitthh  aann    

  iinntteerrrruuppttiioonn  ooff  pprreeggnnaannccyy..  IItt  mmuusstt  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  oonn  tthhee  eexxpprreessss  wwiisshheess  ooff  tthhee    

  wwoommaann,,  ffoorr  tthheerraappeeuuttiicc  rreeaassoonnss  oorr  ootthheerr  rreeaassoonnss  wwhheerree  tthheerree  mmiigghhtt  bbee  ppootteennttiiaall  

ddaammaaggee  ttoo  tthhee  pphhyyssiiccaall  oorr  mmeennttaall  hheeaalltthh  ooff  tthhee  wwoommaann  

  

  

  

FFuurrtthheerr  rreeaaddiinngg  
  



PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss  
  

PPrreelliimmiinnaarryy  EEssttiimmaatteess  ffoorr  CCaauusseess  ooff  ddeeaatthh  iinn  tthhee  IIttaalliiaann  RReeggiioonnss––  YYeeaarrss    22000044  --  IISSTTAATT  

CCaauusseess  ooff  ddeeaatthh  ––  yyeeaarr  22000022  --  IISSTTAATT  

IIttaalliiaann  SSttaattiissttiiccaall  YYeeaarrbbooookk  22001133  --  IISSTTAATT  

SSttaattiissttiiccaall  YYeeaarrbbooookk  ffoorr  NNaattiioonnaall  HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviiccee  ––  22001122  ––  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff    HHeeaalltthh  

AAnnnnuuaall  RReeppoorrtt  22001122  ––  IINNAAIILL  
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