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INTRODUCTION
The 12th edition of the Statistical Yearbook, “Sicily 2013”, again presents an updated synthesis of facts for the general public, providing a  response to the demand for facts regarding the real situation in Sicily. Since 2006, this operation has been carried out in collaboration with the office of ISTAT Sicily, on the basis of a convention that has rendered possible this synergy between available sources and resources, as well as several effective innovations regarding method. The data collected in the tables (regarding the most important variables for describing the Regional context) is organized in uniform fashion for each section. In fact, for each indicator a historic series of Regional data is provided; this consents the delineation of trends for the average period and the breakdown at the Provincial level of the last year in the time series. Furthermore there is almost a comparison of Regional data with the North/Centre and South/Islands divisions, and with overall national figures.
The sequence of statistics by sector, as already proposed in previous editions, arranged in chapters, from the 1st, Territory and Environment, and ending with the 17th chapter (Industry) the same approach to previous editions is maintained. Two further sections have for several years now been devoted to short monographs on constantly-changing themes, aiming to focus on specific areas of topical interest. In Chapter 18, a survey of possible alternative measures to the GDP, aiming to represent the well-being and wealth of a nation, is presented via the synthetic descriptions of the “Bes” and “UrBes” projects coordinated by ISTAT. In fact, there is an ever more virulent international debate regarding the so-called “supplanting of the GDP” based on the conviction that the parameters on which to assess the progress of a society should not be exclusively of an economic nature, but also social and environmental, endowed with opportune evaluation of inequality and sustainability.
    The second (Chapter 19) describes the trends for several demographic indicators in Sicily, which can be inferred from data from the 15th Population Census, with particular significance for the purposes of Regional planning. The essential fact emerging from the analysis is, in fact, the trend of a concentration in the small outlying townships around the larger cities of Palermo, Catania and Messina, probably due to the lesser congestion and the advantages linked to the availability of services and places to live. The difference is that, over the last decades, the transformations in the productive sectors seem to have been losing importance, as determined by the territorial movement of the population.

The overall picture of Sicily emerging from the data in the Yearbook (collected in 155 tables and 10 graphs) as usual underlines the widely-acknowledged structural differences and the rather discouraging performance in social quality. Furthermore, many indicators emphasize the heightening of the consumer crisis and standards of life-style, which put the social structure of Sicily under considerable pressure. This regressive spiral emerges clearly from the data regarding several variables and in the five-year historical series reported for these variables. Among these, what stands out is the gap between the Regional employment rate (41.2%) and the national rate (56.8%), the incidence of Sicilian spending on R&D on total spending for Italy (3.7%) or the scanty incidence of the Regional GDP on the figure for the country as a whole (5.3%). One might also point out the total Regional value added, which between 2008 and 2012 fell by 8.5% (net of inflation) or family consumption, which, in the same period, fell by 6.8%. Furthermore there seems to be an increase in recourse to social shock absorbers; the hours authorized by the Redundancy Fund (Cassa Integrazione Guadagni) for salary integration in the (ordinary and extraordinary) industry sector, went from 4.7 million in 2008 to over 17 million in 2012. The previously-mentioned examples refer to economically relevant variables, for which the persisting negative economic cycle does not offer appreciable prospects of recovery in the short term. In any case, the statistical evidence and the remarks made by observers and policymakers should compel us to update, introducing changes in our approach to critical situations, as regards both analysis and intervention policy.
As in previous years the yearbook aims to reach out to a whole range of readers. For this reason it is also published on the web-page of the Regional Statistics Service, www.regione.sicilia.it/bilancio/statistica.
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