PRESENTATION
It is a real honour for me to present the “Sicilia 2013” Statistical Yearbook, which is now into its 12th edition, confirming itself as an effective point of reference in institutional communication in this Region.

The general statistical information, along with the in-depth analysis of specific aspects of political and social life, must necessarily represent, in a society as complicated as ours, an ulterior area of knowledge at the disposal of governing bodies, together with links to the local environment, social sectors and their needs.
Over the last few years the Department for the Economy has tried, via its Statistical Services and Economic Analysis, to respond to the growing demand for information and analysis, and not only as a tool geared towards achieving the Department’s strategic goals. In fact, for many consumers, individual citizens, trade associations and research bodies, this service has become an essential and stimulating channel of information as it moves towards a greater awareness of the social and economic reality in Sicily.
The Yearbook represents the most complete and, at the same time, most synthetic instrument for this on-going activity. A glimpse at all the data in the 2013 Yearbook will underline how the long and continuing economic crisis is still having a devastating effect on all the variables under examination in the time period of reference of this publication (2008-2012). The clear signs of a backward economic and social spiral delineate the various aspects of the new and growing difficulties of Sicily. In fact, there is a clear negative trend (which has now gone beyond the mere economic aspects) in the aggregates of economic accounts (value added, investments, consumption etc.), in the labour-market indicators (the employed, the unemployed etc.) and in those of the real economy in the various productive sectors (agriculture, industry, services); moreover, rather critical values find their confirmation in the published data, in the public finance trends (and their consequences), in a “second crisis” that has its epicenter precisely in this sphere, combining with, and intensifying that of the real economy. The Regione’s revenue has fallen by 22.2% in 4 years, and there has been a drop in spending in all governing bodies, above all in a period such as this, in which the demand and need for intervention is greater.
Politics at all levels bears the responsibility both for identifying the causes of the crisis and for shaping a credible programme of escape from this economic cycle. Thus there emerges the undisputable priority that the Regional government in its agenda intends to give to a re-launching of economic development, activating in the most effective way possible its available resources (for the most part of an extra-Regional nature, given the strict controls over the handling of public financing in Sicily).
The activity of researching and processing data, which is at the heart of the statistical function, is an integral and indispensable part of this manoeuvre and, in this sense, the Yearbook has responded mainly to the subjective requirements of Regional administration, which must become ever more aware and informed in its various articulations.
In putting together the Yearbook, which this year contains 155 tables, our statistical offices availed themselves (as they had done ever since 2006) of a collaboration with the local ISTAT head-office for Sicily, in this way achieving important goals in diffusing information about the Region which is compared with previous years and other territorial contexts. Apart from the required updating of the established informational format (in the first 17 thematic sections), two further in-depth examinations were added for 2013; these are devoted to analysis of possible alternatives to the GDP for evaluating ways of representing the well-being and wealth of a community, via the synthetic description of the Bes and UrBes projects, coordinated by Istat (Chapter 18) and the description of trends of certain Sicilian demographic indicators to be inferred from data from the 15th Population Census, with particular relevance to the goals of Regional planning (Chapter 19).

The data is presented mostly in tables with Provincial figures for the last year available. In order to render consultation of the Yearbook easier, especially for non–specialists, each chapter begins with a comment and provides methodological and bibliographical suggestions that may render in-depth study of the information easier. The version in English (available on-line) also provides opportunities for access and consultation to international visitors.
The overall aim is to create awareness that the essential condition for the difficult search for the best solutions to the situation of uncertainty that we are facing, is to have at one’s disposal adequate basic information for guidance in evaluating policies and procedures in public action. Should this not occur, however, the general public will still be provided with an instrument that, though not unique, is certainly powerful and objective, and will evaluate the impact of the various levels of government on the lives of its citizens and on the social and territorial contexts; it will also assess the impact of the work of those who have the honour and responsibility of representing them.
Palermo, December 2013
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Luca  Bianchi
               In its XII edition the Regional Statistical Yearbook presents streams of 

information that keep to the format of the previous editions, but, with regard to specific topics, reflect the difficult present conditions of national and international economic life. Apart from the need to assess this situation’s inevitable consequences on Sicilian reality, the utility of this booklet derives from its awareness of the responsibilities demanded of a public administration.
             The need to possess updated and detailed statistical information, to be used as a support for regional governmental decisions or to consent the most accurate insight into socio-economic phenomena, has always represented one of the fundamental goals of official statistics (and not only at the national level).
            In virtue of the Regional law (L.R. n. 15/93, art. 6), the Accountant General of the Regione Siciliana is head of Statistics and his duties include the inter-departmental coordination of this discipline. Not only the general public, but whoever is governing Sicily needs to be provided with a basis of ever more consistent and reliable data to back up the decision-making processes; over the years the variety of surveys in collaboration with ISTAT have been increased, as have the products and services offered to verify the growing amount of information required by the administration and external users.
Palermo, December 2013
The Accountant General Regione Siciliana
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